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As long as the daily number of cases stays below 1,000, Türkiye has 
eliminated the penultimate limitation related to the COVID-19 
epidemic, enabling public transport and airline passengers to 

board without face masks.

Update on the 

Mask Mandate
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 Source: Daily Sabah
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Starting on May 30, masks are no
longer required while boarding
mass transit, from buses to
airplanes. Thus, hospitals are now
the only places where wearing a
protective mask is still required.

Health Minister Fahrettin Koca posted this decision on Twitter and made 
the following statements: "Masks are no longer mandatory, except for in 
hospitals. But after all this experience, we can keep our masks with us in 

crowded closed places, especially on public transportation."

https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkish-red-crescent-to-send-first-relief-convoy-to-ukraine/news
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkish-red-crescent-to-send-first-relief-convoy-to-ukraine/news
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/hospitals-now-only-places-with-covid-19-mask-mandate-in-turkey/news
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We are very happy to announce our new volunteering opportunity for KU
international students! 

In the Fall semester, we will be welcoming many international students who need
your help during their adaptation process to becoming degree-seeking students at
KU.

With your support in the voluntary Buddy Program, you will have the chance to
learn about other cultures, make new friends, improve your interpersonal
skills, and receive a certificate at the end of the program.

ICO MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |  ISSUE 80

Introducing
International Student
Buddy Program

Stay tuned on our website, 
Instagram page, and your KU 
email for the application 
details!

assisting new students with settling in, 
helping students to navigate around procedures 
at KU,
supporting students with their residence permit 
application. 

As a Buddy, you will be: 

https://ico.ku.edu.tr/
https://www.instagram.com/icokocuniv/
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From 9 to 13 May 2022, OIP had the pleasure of hosting 20 colleagues from
around the world for the 5th annual International Staff Week. During this
week, the participants received a general overview of Koç University, and the
other participating universities, participated in an introductory Turkish
course, a workshop regarding multicultural sensitivity, presentations about
the KU digitalization journey, and roundtables about virtual mobility and
sustainability, faculty networking, and much more.

5th Annual Staff Week 

& Study Abroad Fair

At the Study Abroad Fair, KU students had the opportunity to discover how
they can fit an exchange opportunity into their study plan, get advice from
partner university representatives, and speak with Outgoing Exchange
Advisors about what they need to know before studying abroad.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tr.gov.egm.haydi&hl=en&gl=US
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HUBINTERNATIONAL
STUDENT SERVICE
ICO has created an online space to bring together university professionals who are
responsible for providing assistance to degree-seeking international students after
enrolment and throughout their education period to have an exchange of ideas.
International Student Service Hub is a monthly online event series, covering many
topics that are enriched with the input and insight of all participants.

Upon our invitation, we had colleagues from over 26 countries and over 40
institutions signing up to join our hub. We had our kick-off event in April where we
got to meet one another and shape the sessions to come. In May, we covered the
theme of International Student Orientation Practices. I led the session in May along
with my esteemed colleague Poulcheria Papadopoulou from the Program Office of
Stockholm School of Economics. 

For more information regarding this initiative, you can visit the ICO website.

https://ico.ku.edu.tr/get-involved/international-student-service-hub/


The 18-year-old student, Emirhan Kurtuluş,  
 who has been working on his research for three
years, took first place in the biomedical
engineering category at the Regeneron
International Science and Engineering Fair
earlier this month in Atlanta, Georgia. Kurtuluş
was also awarded a full scholarship to Stanford
University for his work.

The project of Kurtuluş, who attends Cağaloğlu
Anatolian High School in Istanbul’s Bahçelievler
district, involves magnetic resonance (MR)
images processed and delivered to a three-
dimensional system, guiding the surgeons in
brain surgeries. Through augmented reality
glasses, surgeons can also rehearse the surgery.

Kurtuluş said it was his grandfather who
sparked his interest in science. "Since I was a
child, he motivated me in scientific fields. We
always used to talk about science."

05

Artificial Intelligence Project to 

Guide Surgeons by Turkish 

High School Student
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Source: Daily Sabah

Emirhan Kurtuluş, a high school student from Istanbul, made it to the 
prestigious Stanford University in the United States with his artificial 

intelligence (AI) project that will guide brain surgeons.

https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkish-red-crescent-to-send-first-relief-convoy-to-ukraine/news
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkish-high-school-student-develops-ai-to-help-brain-surgeons/news
https://www.dailysabah.com/business/tech/turkey-rolls-out-strategic-artificial-intelligence-road-map
https://www.dailysabah.com/business/tech/turkey-rolls-out-strategic-artificial-intelligence-road-map


Upcoming Events
June 2022
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SKL Book Club - Don Quixote 

15 ALT-J Concert

16

Vini Vici Concert

6-24 50TH Istanbul Music Festival

30 Louis Tomlinson Concert

4-5 BigFest Istanbul
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https://www.passo.com.tr/tr/etkinlik/alteza-night-vini-vici-lifepark-istanbul/2829321
https://www.biletix.com/etkinlik-grup/236586250/ISTANBUL/tr
https://www.passo.com.tr/tr/etkinlik/alt-j-zorlupsm-bilet-passo/2536320
https://www.passo.com.tr/tr/etkinlik/deep-purple-the-long-goodbye-tour-lifepark-istanbul/828321
https://www.passo.com.tr/tr/etkinlik-grubu/50-istanbul-muzik-festivali/69613
https://www.passo.com.tr/tr/etkinlik/louis-tomlinson-konser-kcp-bilet/3226320


COVID-19 Task Force: 
covid@ku.edu.tr

+90 212 338 12 99 

Student Center, B398

ico@ku.edu.tr

ico.ku.edu.tr

icokocuniv

ICO MONTHLY NEWSLETTER |  ISSUE 80

http://ico.ku.edu.tr/
mailto:ico@ku.edu.tr
https://www.instagram.com/icokocuniv/
mailto:koronavirusyonetimmerkezi@ku.edu.tr
mailto:covid@ku.edu.tr
mailto:covid@ku.edu.tr
mailto:ico@ku.edu.tr
http://ico.ku.edu.tr/
https://www.instagram.com/icokocuniv/

